
 

August 2022 Newsletter 
2022 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Aug. 13- Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Sept.10- Workshop. Officer nomination committee 

appointed. 

Oct. 9- SUNDAY! Workshop/lecture by LSBF 

visiting artist. Time to be determined. 

Nov.5-6: Fall Festival 9AM-5 PM. 

Nov.19- Bonsai Smiths workshop. Vote on Fort 

Worth Bonsai Society Officers for 2023-2024. 

December 17- Christmas Party 

 

 

President’s Message  
By Roger Spohn 
From the president’s desk: 
   

         Well, what can I say, it’s still HOT, HOT, 

HOT!  That means you still have to watch your trees 

very closely.  Especially your maples.  They do not 

like the hot weather. A couple of my maples are 

showing effects of the heat.  They should come back 

once it gets cooler, I hope.  The forecast is for 

100deg. temperatures for the next couple of weeks. 

 

July meeting: Brandon Baldauf 

 presentation and workshop 
 With the 2023 state bonsai conference 

coming to Fort Worth and focusing on Shohin only, 

we invited Brandon to give us a presentation on 

Shohin (tiny bonsai smaller than 8 inches).  And we 

got a great presentation.  Brandon was very 

knowledgeable on the subject from a definition of 

what Shohin is to how to develop a Shohin from 

existing plants.  Following his presentation, he had 

several plants for sale.  Once they were purchased by 

members, he then worked with the member to 

develop start the process of converting it into a starter 

Shohin. 

 We also had a general workshop for the 

members who brought their trees and Brandon 

worked with them as well.  It was a great meeting, 

and we intend to bring Brandon back in the future. 

 

       
 Brandon Baldauf showing a Shohin       

                              

  
Member trees for the workshop 

 

August meeting:  

Annual raffle and auction 
Our annual raffle and auction will be held on 

August 13th at the Fort Worth Botanical Gardens. 

If you have items for the raffle or items for the 

auction, please bring them between 8:00 and 9:00.   

Viewing the auction and raffle items and 

purchasing raffle tickets starts at 8:45 and runs until 

9:15. The meeting will start at 9:30. We will then 

start the raffle at 9:45 and run until 10:15. The 

auction will then start at 10:15 and run until 11:00.  



After the auction we will collect all the funds spent 

on the auction and clean up the space.   

This is a great time to add to your collection 

at great prices.  We encourage all members to attend 

the auction.  The auction is open to the public so if 

you know someone who wants to get a bonsai, please 

invite them to the auction. 

If you brought items for the auction and sold 

them, you will receive 80% of the auction price and 

20% will go to the club. Raffle items are donated 

with no compensation to the doner. For the raffle we 

will place cups by each item.  You will purchase 

tickets, then you will drop a ticket into the cup by the 

item you would like to win.  You can buy raffle 

tickets for $1.00 each and then drop as many tickets 

as you like into the cup by items you would like to 

win. 

Auction items will start at a minimum of 

$35.00 each and go up from there. There will be a 

great selection of trees in the auction.  This is a good 

opportunity to add a mature tree or two to your 

collection.  

September meeting: Open workshop and 

winter preparation 
 The meeting will start with a quick 

presentation on preparation of your trees for winter.  

For the workshop you will be allowed to bring up to 

two trees. Your trees will them be evaluated by two 

of our expert members who will tell you what you 

need to do to your trees.  After all the evaluations are 

complete those experts will assist in the workshop 

making the corrections to the trees you had 

evaluated.  More on the September meeting will 

follow in the next newsletter. 

Hope to see everyone at the  

Auction and Raffle. 
                        

Fort Worth Bonsai Society Meeting 

Minutes  July, 2022 
By Steven Hendricks, Secretary 

President Roger Spohn welcomed everyone 

to the meeting.  Roger talked about our abnormally 

hot weather and how to protect your plants.  

Suggestions include: double potting, which is 

burying your pots into a larger pot to protect it from 

direct sun, and humidity trays, that provide a cooler 

atmosphere surrounding your pots while also 

increasing the humidity in the immediate area. 

Roger announced that Joe Andrews had 

brought in some plants to give away. 

Mark Bynum showed off his mini-

greenhouse he made using the container from a 

chicken restaurant. 

The August program will be our annual raffle 

and auction.  Bonsai related items are preferred. All 

raffle items must be of a value of $35 dollars or 

higher.  The seller receives 80% of the sale price and 

the club receives 20%. 

In October we will have the LSBF Visiting 

Artist.  It will be a Sunday meeting.  The time is still 

indeterminate. 

In November we will vote on the new officers 

for the 2023-2024 term.  Anyone willing to serve 

should let one of the board members know.  Please 

consider volunteering.  Our current officers have 

each served multiple terms in all positions and we 

need some newer members to step up. 

In September we will host the Bonsai Smiths 

who will conduct one of their “Bring Your Own 

Tree” workshops. 

Brandon Baldauf then began our program 

during which he talked about his spiritual feelings 

about the art of bonsai, a short discussion of shohin 

bonsai, and a BYOT workshop. 

 

 
More pictures of the July meeting.

 



AUGUST BONSAI 
By John Miller  

(Sadly, John Miller has passed away. I am reprinting this 

article from 2014 so his knowledge can continue to 

inform us all.) 

  

Watering once in a week in July?  This past 

week I did just that, temps were in the 66 low to 84 

high range, with a day of rain.   Shows that you 

cannot make a hard fast rule for bonsai, you have to 

observe and adjust. 

Normally you will need to watch for 

changing water needs.  Porous soil dries faster than 

one that is dense or has a high organic content.  Wind 

dries the soil both directly and by taking moisture 

from the foliage.  Heat from the high temps or from 

the sun heating the pots evaporates the water.   

Shade should be provided.  Tridents maples, most 

elms, oaks as well as junipers and pines do good with 

30% to 40% shade cloth.  Thin leaf trees like 

Japanese maples are understory species and work 

with 50% cloth.  60% and higher should be avoided.  

It might be used on the western exposure to protect 

from the extremely hot late afternoon rays.  Local 

sources (Home Depot, Lowes) are high percentage.  

I order shade cloth from the internet, cheaper that 

way too. 

Chopped long fiber sphagnum moss should 

be used on the soil to help retain moisture.  New 

Zealand moss is the highest quality, South American 

is almost as good, North american usually is poor 

quality, lots of debris and breaks down fast.  Again 

order from the internet.  Lowes as Miracle-Gro 

which is Chilean and also Mosser-Lee American 

from Wisconsin.  Old cloth, shop towels, or such may 

be substituted or used to hold the moss if you have a 

windy location. 

Fertilizer should be used sparingly during 

August.  After Labor Day switch to a winterizing 

type of fertilizer that is high in the third number--

potassium.  However for tropicals keep your regular 

schedule going, just be sure the soil is cool enough 

that the chemicals do not burn the roots.   

This is a good time to remember to water 

twice. Dry soil particles, especially clay and organic 

particles tend to resist absorbing water.  This is due 

to the surface tension of the water.  Wait a few 

minutes after the first watering for the dry soil 

particles to absorb some of the water on their surface.  

Then the second watering gets the whole particle 

wet.  During this period especially you should 

consider foliage spraying.  The humidity is usually 

very low in the afternoon and many junipers close the 

stoma during the day and open at night to absorb the 

dew.  The foliage spray cools the plant and the 

environment so it can recover a bit overnight. 

  Deciduous bonsai may be pruned, wired, or 

styled during this period.  Any trees wired in the 

spring (or earlier) should be carefully checked.  If the 

wire is snug it should be removed and the tree 

rewired.   

Tropicals are in their glory as long as you 

keep their roots reasonably cool.  Defoliate, wire, and 

prune to your heart’s content.  Repotting should have 

been done earlier. 

Summer flowering plants should be fertilized 

carefully so as to not burn the roots.   Remove any 

seed or fruit that may form.  Crape myrtle need to be 

deadheaded.  Cut them back so the new shoots that 

form will not be too long.  They should bear flowers 

each time.  If you have the American wisteria 

(Wisteria frutescens) they should rebloom each time 

you prune them. 

Do not prune azaleas any more this year if 

you want flowers next spring.  Buds have been set by 

now.  If you are still developing your azalea, go 

ahead and prune.  Some varieties will set a few buds 

anyway.  In general, when pruning look for the 

cluster of twigs at the site of last spring’s bloom.  Cut 

out all and leave two, usually the ones growing 

horizontally.  Be sure to cut back strong growing 

shoots to a couple of leaves. 

The combination of heat and dry conditions 

are optimum for the growth of the spider mites.  

Scale will be extremely dangerous sucking the sap 

from the plant.  Cedar elm is subject to a very small 

white scale hard to see. Controls for these will 

generally take care of any other you may have.  Be 

sure you read and follow the manufacturer’s 

directions for any control you use.  Organic controls 

have no residual action and need to be used on a 

regular basis.  Used regularly they get scale when it 

is in the reproductive stage outside of the shell.  The 

only way to get scale under the shell is by systemic 

poison.  For example, Bayer systemic granules are 

applied to the surface of the soil, watered in, 

absorbed by the roots and transported by the sap 

throughout the plant.  The bug gets it when he sucks 

the sap or eats the leaf. 

My organic control is one tablespoon of each 

of liquid seaweed, fish emulsion, 5% apple cider 

vinegar, and molasses, in one gallon of water.  Spray 

with fine mist sprayer covering top and bottom 

surface of leaves and into crevices in the bark. 



Extreme dry conditions will keep fungal 

problems in check but watch out if we happen to get 

a few days of rain.  Warm and wet mean an eruption 

of leaf spot and mildew.  Control them with the 1% 

hydrogen peroxide spray.  I like that because it does 

not leave a white residue like the baking soda or 

potassium peroxide. 

Look in nurseries for sales on materials.  

Many want to clear out the spring merchandise so 

they have fresh stuff for the fall season and you can 

sometimes pick up some good starter plants cheap.  

Have something set aside to take to workshops.  

Workshops are the schools where you learn what not 

to do as well as what makes your trees better. 
 

Meeting information: 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

https:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

Club Officers: 

President: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Vice President, Programs: Open 

  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.net 

Past President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather       

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  

 

Members Emeritus: Certain members of the Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society have given so much of their time and 

effort to the support of our club that they are recognized 

with the designation of “Member Emeritus”.   

Ted Guyger  1992 

John Miller  1998 

Estella Flather  2006 

Joe Andrews  2020 

Steven Hendricks 2020 

 

More Pictures from this year’s Annual 

Bonsai Exhibit. 
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